
 

SISD Bond Accountability Committee (BAC) 
Thursday, July 18, 2013 

Project Status Updates/Tour of New Combo School 
Executive Summary 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Robert Alvarez, Claudia Garcia, Carlos Marrufo, Jose Luis Mora, Frank Ortez 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
None 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Dr. José Espinoza, Superintendent of Schools; Thomas A. Eyeington, Chief Operations Officer; Daniel 
R. Escobar, Chief Communications Officer; Gabriel Crespo, Director of Facilities and Construction; 
Christy Flores-Jones, Senior Communications Specialist; Gracie Tovar, Administrative Specialist II 
 
GUESTS PRESENT 
None 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. 
 
WELCOME 
Committee Chair Mr. Alvarez welcomed members and staff present. He thanked staff for doing a 
“great job” managing Bond 2011. He stated that all projects have been implemented as promised 
with no major obstacles; all projects have been “smooth and transparent.” Beyond the committee, 
the community is happy with the progress made to date. Co-Chair Mr. Ortez echoed the 
appreciation and said that the fidelity in which Bond 2011 and the Bond Accountability Committee 
have been implemented serves as an example for other entities. 
 
Dr. Espinoza thanked the committee members for their service. Along with a strong principal in 
every school and a great teacher in every classroom, students need great facilities to learn and 
grow, he said. With the help and support of the BAC, the district is providing world-class 
opportunities for students and staff. 
 
BOND 2011 UPDATE 
New Combo School 
SSG. Manuel R. Puentes Middle School and James P. Butler Elementary School will open for the start 
of the 2013-14 school year. Teachers will move in and utilize the school for training beginning July 
22. An open house is scheduled for July 26. The project remains within the GMP. 
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Eastlake High School Phase III 
All new classrooms have been completed and are ready to receive students on the first day of 
school. Work will continue in the auditorium and select areas of the career and technology wing. 
The project is anticipated to close out with some $6 million in savings to the district. 
 
New Sparks Area Elementary School 
Designs for the school have been completed and construction is anticipated to begin in August. A 
groundbreaking ceremony will be held in late-August/early-September. The school is designed to 
serve 800 students and will incorporate the ability to expand if necessary. The school will open next 
summer and primarily will serve students from the Sparks area who are currently bused to Horizon 
Heights and Dr. Sue Shook elementary schools. 
 
New North of Montana Elementary School  
Staff continues to work with the design team to finalize plans for the new school. The school will be 
designed with a capacity of 800 students. Construction will start in the spring/summer 2014 and be 
complete for the 2015-16 school year. 
 
Pebble Hills High School (ED9) 
Work continues ahead of schedule and will be completed and ready for the conversion to an 
independent high school for the 2015-16 school year. 
 
Phase I HVAC Upgrades 
All six projects are complete and closed out. The district saved some $5 million on the project. Some 
of the savings were redirected to fund the HVAC conversion at Capt. Walter E. Clarke Middle School. 
 
High School Science Labs 
The science lab additions at Socorro, Montwood and Americas are anticipated to be complete in 
August. The campuses are utilizing existing rooms to start the school year and will move into the 
new rooms once complete.  
 
Phase II HVAC Upgrades 
All six projects are continuing on schedule. All of Sierra Vista’s classrooms and more than half of the 
rooms have been completed. Work will continue through December. The successful practice of 
moving classrooms under construction to unoccupied spaces will continue. All moves take place 
during the evenings and over weekends to minimize any possible disruption to the classroom. A 
letter to update parents on the status of the work is being mailed prior to the start of the school 
year.  
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Promises Made, Promises Kept 
Mr. Escobar updated the committee on the proactive communication efforts made to keep the 
community informed of the status of Bond 2011. Information on the activities of the BAC continues 
to be posted online, and updates are shared in the district’s newsletters, website and video 
programming. Information on projects is also regularly reported at stakeholder committee 
meetings and district community meetings.  
 
Bond 2011 Savings 
Members asked what would be done with the overall bond savings. Mr. Eyeington shared that once 
all project costs have been solidified, staff would provide a list of recommendations for use of the 
savings. The recommendations will be shared with the BAC and ultimately approved by the Board of 
Trustees. 
 
TOUR OF NEW COMBO SCHOOL 
The committee members and staff present were led on a tour of the new schools by Mr. Eyeington. 
Members had the opportunity to ask specific questions regarding the project and see first-hand 
how bond monies are being invested in providing the best possible facilities for students. 
 

 
 
NEXT STEPS 
The committee discussed its next report to the Board and agreed that committee Chair Robert 
Alvarez would present an update to Trustees during the October 15 Board meeting. The next 
meeting of the BAC was set for Tuesday, September 24, 2013. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 


